Prognostic Parameters in Differentiated Thyroid Carcinomas.
Differentiated thyroid carcinomas make up most thyroid malignancies. The AJCC staging system and the ATA risk prediction system are the best predictors of mortality and recurrence, respectively. Key factors to be identified and reported by pathologists are reviewed in this article and include: (1) aggressive histologic variants of papillary thyroid carcinoma (including tall cell, columnar cell, and hobnail variants); (2) presence of gross extrathyroidal extension (into skeletal muscle or adjacent organs); (3) angioinvasion (including number of foci); (4) number, anatomic level, and size of lymph node metastases; (4) extranodal extension; (5) genetics (especially BRAF V600E or TERT promoter mutation).